BULLETIN
JULY 2015

CACTUS COURIER

Newsletter of the Palomar Cactus and Succulent Society

Volume 61, Number 7 July 2015

The Meeting is the 4th Saturday

Park Avenue Community Center

210 Park Ave
Escondido, CA 92025

e e Debra Lee Baldwin ¢ ¢

“Stunning Succulent Front Yards”




[Debra Lee Baldwin |Garden photojournalist
and bestselling author Debra Lee Baldwin is an in-
demand speaker at horticultural venues across the US.
Her specialty is showing how succulents can be used to
enhance gardens, landscapes and containers.

“I've seen lots of succulent gardens, but none can
compare to those in Southern California,” Debra says.
“We have the ideal climate, knowledgeable designers,
and numerous succulent specialty nurseries.
Landscapers and homeowners have a vast assortment
to choose from.” She adds that the ongoing drought
and recent water restrictions have caused water-thirsty
lawns to fall out of favor, making succulents of all
sorts surge in popularity, especially as front-yard
plants.

During her presentation, Debra will show dozens of
practical, lovely and waterwise front yards that feature
succulents used in colorful, creative and appealing
ways. She'll explain the design concept for each
garden, describe eye-catching combos, and give design
tips. For example: “Plant multiples of golden barrel
cactus. These tuffet-like succulents look good
wherever you put them. They offer great texture, form
and color, contrast beautifully with other succulents,
and are breathtaking when backlit by the sun.”

You'll also learn the phrase Debra uses when
referring to cacti to boost appreciation of their beauty.
They are, she says, “the most chic of succulents, yet
are scorned by the gardening public.” She'll also pass
around her “all-time favorite succulent and arguably
the world's most perfect plant,” which she grows in her
hillside garden in Hidden Meadows.

If you're wondering what to plant instead of grass,
or simply hope to improve the look of your garden,
“Stunning Succulent Front Yards” is a
presentation you won't want to miss.

Before and after the meeting, Debra will sign and
sell her three books: Designing with Succulents (about
using succulents in the landscape); Succulent
Container Gardens; and the most recent, Succulents
Simplified, which offers a good overview for the
novice, plus design projects and Debra's top 100
favorite succulents.
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REFRESHMENTS

Lorie Johansen
Nancy Dunn

Kevin Smith

Marilyn Martineau

Nell McChesney

Debi Stivers
Gloria Medina

Janice Thompson

For our July meeting we are expecting quite a crowd, so to speed up the line we would like
all goodies brought in to be finger foods that do not need serving utensils.
The club will be providing extra food in addition to those people who have signed up.

Please contact Annie Morgan at info@palomarcactus.org — if you have questions.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s good to be back. My three-month marathon of shows
and sales ss over It was a Jot of work, but was very rewarding
in all the great people I met at every show.

We have a few upcoming events of our own First, our
July speaker will be [Debra Lee Baldwin, nationally
tenowned book author and speaker, giving a talk utled
“Stunning Succulent Front Yards” In August we have our
annual picnic at the San Diego Botanic Garden (SDBG) in
Encinstas Then in October we have out annual Show and Sale
at the SDBG.

Debra Lee Baldwin’s talk on converting your front Jawn
to succulents ss a very hot topsc these days with our ongoing
drought You see more and more yards bemng converted (o
succulent and Jow water use plants. Many are well done while
others have very poor planning and execution. Debra’s talk
will help when st comes time to convert your yard She will
shate design sdeas including the use of color, texture, flow,
and focal pomts. Debra will have books for sale and will be
there to sign them at 1lam. We are expecting many visitors
and a Jarger member tutnout, so atuve eady and claim your
seat.

Out picnic 1n August s a Jot of fun, free entrance to the
gardens, a great time socsalizing on the cool patio, and a plant
auction. The picnic is potluck and we are great cooks, so do
the math I will bung my smoked BBQ drumsticks The plant
auction proceeds will go to the SDBG. If you have a nice plant
you would like to sell bung st along, you can do a 70/30 sphit
(70% to you) or donate the entire proceeds. I treat auctions as
a plant exchange, sell plants that you have a few of and buy
something you’ve wanted or a new one you see. There will be
a signup sheet passed around duing the meeting.

I know our October Show s months away, but the
Board’s planning has begun, and it’s time for you to start
getting your plants prepared as well Do any transplanting ot
pruning now — the more time they have to establish and grow

the better they will look To help you prepare I will be hosting
a staging workshop at my house on Saturday, August first at
10am Buong your plants, pots and rocks I will provide sosl
and top dressing A signup sheet and ditections will be
avaslable at our meeting And, +f you would like to volunteer
to help with the event contact Buta Miller, event and volunteer
coordinator.

Peter Walkowiak
President
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Sorry for the change!
They are exceptional as landscape plants!

Plant of the Month
e o Fchinocactus ® ®

Echinocactus is a genus of cacti in the subfamily
Cactosdeae The geneusc name detsves from the ancient Greek
(echinos), meaning “spiny,” and cactus It and Ferocactus
are the two genera of barrel cactus Members of the genus
usually have heavy spination and relatively small flowers
The fruits are copiously woolly, and this is one major




distinction  between Echinocactus and  Ferocactus.
Propagation is by seed (even by rank amateurs).

Perhaps the best-known species is Echinocactus
grusonii commonly called the Golden Barrel from Mexco,
an easy-to-gcow and widely cultyvated plant Though
common in the houseplant and Jandscape ndustry, the
Golden Barrel has become very rare in habitat.

E. grusonii is cutically endangered 1n the wild, where st
ss found near Mesa de Léon in the state of Querétaro, and in
the state of Hidalgo The population was cutically reduced in
the 1990s, by the creation of the Zimapan Dam and reservost
in Hidalgo. The cactus grows in volcanic rock on slopes, at
altitudes around 1,400 metres (4,600 ft).

E. platyacanthus, also known as the giant barrel cactus,
giant viznaga, of biznaga de dulce, ss a species of cactus
natsve to central Mexsco in the Chihuabuan Desert

E. polycephalus is a species that occurs in the Mojave
Desert region of Awvzona, Californsa, and Nevada It also
occurs i the Sonoran Desert region of southern California
and notthern Sonora, Mexuco They can grow mn some of the
most extreme arid environments in the American Southwest,
such as Death Valley National Park, and the Mojave National
Preserve of Southern California.

— Wikipedia

2015 MEETING SCHEDULE

25 July
22 August

Park Ave. Community Center
Picnic & Auction SD Botanic Gdn
26 September
24, 25 October
21 November
NOTE !!! 3rd Saturday ! !
19 December
NOTE !!! 3rd Saturday ! !

Park Ave. Community Center
San Diego Botanic Garden (Quail)

Park Ave. Community Center

Park Ave. Community Center
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July Brag Plants

INTERMEDIATE CACTUS
1t Don Nelson Opuntia bigelovii
2n  Robert Kopfstein  Epostoa melanostele v.
inermis

ADVANCED CACTUS
1t Stan Yalof
2 Stan Yalof
3 Stan Yalof

Hamata canthus
Tylecodon wallichii
Bombax ellipticum

NOVICE SUCCULENTS
1t Victor Zonana  Mangave “Bloodspot”
2nd - Victor Zonana  Echeveria gigantae
3¢ Fran Komarek  Stapelia grandiflora

INTERMEDIATE SUCCULENTS
1t Jim Anderson Aloinopsis mahlerbei
2nd - Robert Kopfstein Crassula
3 Don Nelson Euphorbia fochea edulis
3 Robert Kopfstein Aloe

ADVANCED SUCCULENT
15t Phyllis Flechsig Haworthia koelmaniorum
22d - Stan Yalof Crassula falcata

NOVICE DISH GARDEN
1t Victor Zonana  Lithops — assorted
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Lorie Johansen’s Report on the June Meeting...

Ladies,

I would Iike to express my appreciation for all that you
do to make our club very special Yesterday's meeting
was just one delight after another.

Bota and Annse, you organized and kept the meeting
on focus managing to get everything accomplished Buta,
I will continue to organize the brag table but wonder sf
we soon need another as club participation grows.

Robert did the plant of the month with such
enthussasm for his topic and worked very hatd to bung in
a truck-load of beautful specimens to view. He was just
so delightful and passionate about bromeliads.

Vicki, your fabulous DVD gave all of us more
viewing prospectives of Wanda and Gary's garden in such
an arustic way Even Gary commented that he was so
smpressed that you devoted the ume, effort and talent to
giving them new perspectsves of thesr own garden 1
could tell, they were really touched by your
generosity All who didn't get to see the garden in person,
got a very wondetful expevence through your
interpretation.

I didn't think propagation would be easy to execute as
a topic without slides but Mark's passion and
perseverance got my attentson Having his son give out
seeds and agave pups was a special touch.

Eleanore, your newsletters just keep gettng more
colorful and fun to read I know you ate svolved 1n many
clubs that conflict with the meeting, but we all hope to see
you soon.

Sunday is a good day to give thanks,
— Lorie

Mark Fryer
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Officers * Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society

Peter Walkowiak — President & Program Chair & Show Chair
* hciservices@gmail.com

Brita Miller — Vice-President & Event Coordinator
» eventcoordinator@palomarcactus.org

Leon LaFreniere — Treasurer

Annie Morgan — Secretary & Website & Publicity
« publicity@palomarcactus.org

Francis Granger — Board Member & Exchange Table
Mike Nelson — Board Member
Carol McAllister — Board Member
R xxx

Fran Komarek — Librarian

Vicki Martin — Assistant Librarian

Tina Zucker — Show & Sale Vendor Coordinator

Bruce Barry & Sandy Wetzel-Smith — Refreshments

Dennis Miller — Benefit Drawing & Plant Sales

Eleanore Hewitt — Newsletter & Membership Chair
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Gary Duke is also having an...

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, July 25, 2015 * 10am to 3pm

He has over 800 different Cactus & Succulents!
Landscape & Greenhouse Ideas...

There will be plants for Sale!

Take the 405 north to Long Beach Bivd (exit #30B).
Proceed north to W. 47t St. Turn left.
Turn left onto Rio Ave.

LIBRARY CORNER

Il |
I Welcome Our New Librarian! I

We are so lucky that Fran Komarek has stepped in to
take over the job of Libravsan Buta Muller has been domng
an excellent job for many years, but since taking on the
position of Vice-President of the Board, along with the
many other jobs she does, she just doesn’t have time to do
st all. Please welcome Fran as you see her busthing around
the books, taking a new book audst and making plans for
adding more books to our collection.

Fran has alteady purchased thiee new books, the first
recommended by last month’s speaker Mark Fryer, the
second by Debra Lee Baldwin, and the thitd by Annie
Motgan She ss also processing seven other new books
and they will all be available for checkout in July.

American Horlicultural Society Plan( Propagation: The
Fully Illustrated Plant-by-Plant _Manual of Practical

Techniques
by Alan Toogood

Lawn Gone!: Low-Maintenance, Sustainable, Attractive
Alternatives for Your Yard
by Pam Penick

Life After Lawns: 8 Sieps from Grass (0o a Walerwise

Garden
by Molly Bogh and Bill Schnetz

Under the Spell of Succulents
by Jeff Moore

Mesembs of the World
by The National Botanical of South Africa

Rhipsalis and Lepismium
by Frank Supplie

A Gallery of Agaves
by John Pilbeam

I| Succulent Success in the Garden |I

by Attila Kapitany and Rudolph Schulz

Succulents — Propagation
by Attila Kapitany and Rudolph Schultz

Succulents — Care and Health

by Attila Kapitany and Rudolph Schultz




Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society
The North San Diego County C&S Club

Membership Application

Membership: Please Vv a category:
New Member

Renewal

There is a $10 charge if you receive your newsletter by U.S. Mail.
Save a tree, and $10!

Single Membership $20
Additional Members + $5
Printed Newsletter sent by U.S. Mail  + $10
Engraved PCSS Name Badge + $6
TOTAL

PLEASE PRINT! We must be able to read it!

Name(s)

Address

City/State Zip

Phone #

Email

Bring form & check or cash to a meeting, or mail it in.

Make checks payable to:
Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society (or PCSS)
P.O. Box 840, Escondido, CA 92033

bring them to a meeting Be sure to tnclude your full
name and contact nformation, whether you're a novice,
mtermediate or advanced, and the plant name

Please continue to brng mn of email Mike Nelson
photos of your garden, including plants at that are in
bloom Last month Vickt Broughton brought in some
photos of her beautiful garden Currently, we are trying
to come up with a good way to show the emailed
photos at our monthly meetings.

LSS S

LSS

Brag Plant Photos Update

In the excitement of adding new categories to our Brag
Plants, we got ahead of ourselves. We realized that, for
now, we have too many categories to manage

We now have two:

e Photos of single plants that are n the ground There
can be other plants in the photo, but only the named
plant will be judged.

e Photos of single plants (n pots too large or heavy to
bring to the monthly meeting.

Submussion deadline s stil November 1. You can
email your photos to info@palomarcactus.org_or

©e2015¢

Southern California Events

July 24-26

Orange County Cactus & Succulent Summer Show & Sale
United Methodist Church, 1000 S. State College Blvd
Anaheim, CA 949-212-8417

August 8. 9
30™ Annual Intercity Cactus & Succulent Show & Sale

LA County Arboretum, 301 S. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA
www.arboretum.org/

September S

Succulent Symposium
Huntington Botanical Gardens
1151 Oxford Rd, San Marino, CA
www.huntington.org

September 6
Long Beach Cactus Club Annual Plant Auction

Rancho Los Alamitos, 6400 Bixby Hill Rd, Long Beach, CA
www.lbess.org/

October 24, 25

Palomar Cactus & Succulent Show & Sale
San Diego Botanic Gardens

230 Quail Gardens Rd, Encinitas, CA

November 7, 8
San Gabriel Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale
LA County Arboretum, 301 S. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA

http://www.sgvess.com/

LSS S




o o Coffee in the Garden ¢

Saturday, July 18,2015
10 am — 2 pm

Rick Bjorklund, a long time member of SDCSS and a newer member of PCSS, and Keven
Hosmer are hosting a Coffee in the Garden for both the Palomar and San Diego clubs. They last shared
their beautiful garden in mid-January when aloes were going berserk, and now in July an assortment of
aloes, cacti, & miscellaneous may be blooming. Lots of Aloe and Agave seeds have recently sprouted
which we have great hopes for.

The plant collection, in addition to the pot collection and the rock collection, has grown large and
varied — something is always putting on a show. It’s a great excuse for Rick to exercise his cooking &
baking skills to excess and an equally good excuse for Kevin to much less excessive exercise — cleaning!
There will be lots of plants available to adopt — as they’re always rooting garden trimmings. You won’t
want to miss this one!




