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www.palomarcactus.org 
We’re on Facebook! 

Palomar Cactus and Succulent Society Group 
is the location for YOU to post your photos 

of plants, gardens, ask for ID, etc. 
Palomar Cactus and Succulent Society 

is for Admin only to post notices, etc. 
We’re on Instagram as 

Palomar.cactus.succulent.org 
Questions??? 

email: info@PalomarCactus.org

Left: Christina and another new member! Keith Umbreit 
made this super cart for customers to haul their purchases. 

Photo by Lorie Johansen

By Brita Miller 

Summer Festival2021

May Fong Ho and Brita Miller 
Photo by Lorie Johansen

(cont. on page 2)

We had a wonderful turnout on June 26th with around 50 
members, 7 new members, and 8 guests. It seems, after fifteen 
months being apart, we all wanted to see our friends. The

location at Jim Anderson’s brother and sister-in-law’s place in 
Harmony Grove was ideal. There was plenty of shade under two 
enormous trees and a nice breeze. Old friends got to meet up

and chat and new members and guests got to see what our club 
is all about. Our ten member-sellers had brisk sales from many 
enthusiastic shoppers. In fact, it seems a number of us forgot

to eat our lunches, we were so busy. Thanks to the generous 
donation of plants from Tammy Harmon and John Barkley, the 
PCSS table made $231 for the club. The Plant Exchange Table 

(5 tables) were full of great cuttings and plants which were 
eagerly taken to new homes.

http://www.palomarcactus.org
http://palomar.cactus.succulent.org
mailto:info@PalomarCactus.org


 of 2 10Friends getting together at the PCSS Summer Festival in beautiful Harmony Grove 
Photo by Lorie Johansen

Summer Festival2021 (cont. from page 1)

So many people enjoyed the communing under the large oak trees at 
the beautiful venue at "Harmony in the Grove". The breeze cooled the 
air so nicely that the summer heat was barely noticed.  

Thank you for telling all your friends about this exquisite venue located 
on 50 acres with the Escondido creek flowing though. Perfect for all 
types of parties and weddings. For more information, contact 
Christine at info@palomarcactus.org

Board Members Moni Waiblinger & John Barkley 
Photo by Lorie Johansen

Teri Schusterman & Brita Miller 
Photo by Lorie Johansen

Here are a few links about events that have taken place at Harmony in the Grove:

link redacted for web site.

Sally + Kenny at Harmony in the Grove

link redacted for web site.

Joel + Dana at Harmony in the Grove

link redacted for web site.
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PCSS President Robert Kopfstein 
Photo by Lorie Johansen

 A Letter From Our New President
When I joined a few years ago I was delighted to find how knowledgeable yet welcoming and friendly the members are.


The club does a very good job promoting the xerophytic plants that we all love so much. In our newsletters, at our meetings, 
and in our yearly shows and sales there are myriad opportunities for both the members and the public in general to increase 
their knowledge and appreciation of nature's wonders.


Plant societies, however, do not come about by magic. It takes time, effort and commitment to keep them healthy and 
operating so that everyone involved can come away with a positive and worthwhile experience. In order for this to happen we 
all have to pitch in and do whatever it is that we are able to do, never forgetting that we are here as hobbyists, and that 
hobbies by their nature are (or should be) fun experiences.


After a long 15 month hiatus from in person meetings, a result of the pandemic restrictions, we will soon (August) be able to 
resume our normal meetings. And all looks well except for one glitch:  we have no treasurer.


Robert  Kopfstein

Without a treasurer:

■ We cannot have plant sales
■ We cannot have a sale as part of our yearly show
■ Members cannot pay dues at the meetings
■ New members cannot sign up (no one to collect their dues)
■ There will be no one to sign any checks, including the rental fees

for the senior center where we meet
■ We will not be able to pay the speaker fees if there is no one to cut the check
■ Worst of all, we will lose our non-profit status, which will have very negative

repercussions in the near and distant future.

Whoever does step up to fill the treasurer position will not have to work alone. Already 
people have volunteered to act as assistants to work at the meetings collecting money. 
The past treasurer, John Barkley, has agreed to do the necessary filings that by law we 
must do for the State of California.


My philosophy is based on the old adage: many 
hands make light work. No one should be 
overburdened with duties and responsibilities. If we 
all lend a hand we can make the experience of being 
a member of the Palomar Cactus and Succulent 
Society rewarding, interesting and gratifying. 


Good growing to everyone.

Members listening to our new PCSS President 
Photo by Lorie Johansen

To Volunteer  
Please Contact 
info@palomarcactus.org

 

I am pleased to be able to serve as the President of the Palomar 
Cactus and Succulent Society. This club, the older of the two in 
San Diego County, was founded in 1957. 

mailto:rwkopfstein@gmail.com
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 Virtual Brag Plants
(cont. on page 4)

Pachypodium succulentum 
Photo by Moni Waiblinger

Aeonium 
Photo by Stacy Day

Cactus 
Photo by Vickie Martinez

Portulacaria afra 
Photo by Moni Waiblinger
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 Virtual Brag Plants
(cont. from page 3)

Lobivia schieliana 
Photo by Lorie Johansen 

Succulent Arrangement & Garden Rock Mosaic  
Photo by Stacy Day

Veltheimia bracteata 
Photo by Lorie Johansen

Echinocereus subinermis 
Photo by Moni Waiblinger

Phyllis Flechsig, our friend, plant expert 
and a member of our club since 1975, 
couldn’t come to the Summer Festival 
because it was her 90th birthday and her 
family had a party to celebrate. Here’s her 
email if you would like to wish her a Happy 
Birthday.  (email redacted for website)
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Top Left: Eriobotrya japonica, 
Brugmansia sp., Agave attenuata ‘Ray 

of Light’ 

Top Right: Dracaena draco, Echeveria 
‘Afterglow’ 

Bottom: Cotyledon orbiculata, 
Echeveria ‘Dusty Rose’, Echeveria 

agavoides ‘Lipstick’, Echeveria ‘Sea 
Dragon’, Echeveria ‘Sahara’, Echeveria 
‘Cubic Frost’, Sedum pachyphyllum, 

Agave attenuata, Aloe vera

VIRTUAL 

Coffee in the Garden 
Thank you for visi/ng our garden. Following some decisive pruning and its first dose of actual fer/lizer, we figured 
it’s never going to look be@er than this, so now is the /me to invite you for a virtual tour. Flanked by our neighbors’ 
junipers and cypress, this garden combines succulents, drought tolerant plants and herbs. My neighbor calls me a 
“close planter” for my fondness for arranging my plants en/rely too /ghtly. “Excessive” would be a good word to 
describe our use of colorful rose@es, quirky trees and fluffy, cascading fillers. Many thanks to PCSS friends for the 
cuMngs and advice that have helped this garden to thrive❣   
Monica and Robert Mosack 

(cont. on page 7)
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VIRTUAL 

Coffee in the Garden 
(cont. from page 6)

Clockwise from Top Left: Dudleya brittonii, Othonna capensis ‘Ruby Necklace’, 
Echeveria ‘Dusty Rose’, Echeveria ‘Topsy Turvy’ cristata 

Mangave ‘Mission to Mars’, Graptoveria opalina, Echeveria ‘Blue Sky’ 

Dudleya brittonii, Portulacaria afra f. variegata, Aloe ‘Blue Elf’, Echeveria 
‘Afterglow’ 

Echeveria agavoides ‘Frank Reinelt’, Cotyledon pendens, Echeveria ‘Ruffles’, 
Crassula pellucida f. variegata ‘Calico Kitten’, Casuarina glauca ‘Cousin It’ 

Crassula ovata ‘Crosby’s Compact’, Senecio sp., Aeonium ‘Sunburst’, Acacia 
cognata ‘Cousin Itt’
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 Virtual Garden Brags

Echinopsis 
Photo by  Deborah Pearson

Tephrocactus articulatus var. inermis 
Photo by  Deborah Pearson

Astrophytum 
Photo by Deborah Pearson

Harrisia pomanensis 
Photo by Deborah Pearson

Copiapoa 
Photo by Deborah Pearson

(cont. on page 9)
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 Virtual Garden Brags
(cont. from page 8)

Portulacaria afra & Garden Rock Mosaic 
Photo by Stacy Day Aloe camaronii 

Photo by Lorie Johansen

Bougainvillea ‘Torch Glow’, Aeonium arboreum ‘Zwartkop’, Aloe cameronii, Salvia ‘Wendy’s Wish’, Fouquieria sp. 
Photo by Lorie Johansen
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Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society

The North San Diego County C & S Club!

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Click here for a printable form: 
https://www.palomarcactus.org/wp-content/

uploads/2020/02/PCSS-Membership-Form.pdf

Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society 
Board of Directors 

Robert Kopfstein - President, Show Chair - 
info@palomarcactus.org

Don Nelson - Vice-President 
Brita Miller - Past President 

OPEN - Treasurer - Contact Robert Kopfstein 
Moni Waiblinger - Secretary 

Peter Walkowiak - Member at Large 
Lorie Johansen - Member at Large, Guest & New Member 

Ambassador, Plant of the Month Articles 
David Buffington - Member at Large, Brag Plants 

Other Volunteers 

Monica Mosack - Newsletter Editor  
info@palomarcactus.org

Richard Miller - Membership - 
membership@palomarcactus.org 

Annie Morgan - Website and Facebook 
info@palomarcactus.org  

Dean Karras - Plant Expert, Instagram 
gnosisnursery@gmail.com 

Dennis Miller - Cash Register at Monthly Meetings Sandy 
Wetzel-Smith, Bruce Barry,  

Jamaye Despaigne & Ellen Pankuch - Refreshments 
Barbara Raab - Co-Librarian 

Kevin Smith - Brag Table 
Francis Granger - Exchange Table, Guest & New Member 

Ambassador 
Brian Magone - Exchange Table 

Chet Reed - Brag Plant Photographer 
Russel Ray - Photographer, Website, AV 

Julie Kort - Name Tag Drawing Plants 
Libbi Salvo - Monthly Meeting Set-up

Annie Morgan, Brita Miller & Lorie Johansen 
Photo by Dean Karras

Celebrating Our Outgoing President
Brita Miller

At the PCSS Summer Festival, our outgoing president, 
Brita Miller, was presented with flowers, a gift card* and a 
Certificate of Appreciation for the passionate, caring 
leadership she has provided for our members. From 
organizing events to calling around to make sure a 
member is okay, Brita has held PCSS together, always 
with a smile and kind words. Brita, thank you so much for 
your exceptional dedication and energy.


*Brita would like to say thank you for the generous gift
card and, as promised, here is the restaurant information:
Akai Hana, 16769 Bernardo Center Dr. # 11, San Diego,
CA 92128, 858-451-0074

mailto:membership@palomarcactus.org
mailto:info@palomarcactus.org
https://www.palomarcactus.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/PCSS-Membership-Form-Single.pdf
https://www.palomarcactus.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/PCSS-Membership-Form-Single.pdf



