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Holiday Party 202
  

1 
Come enjoy some delicious appetizers 

and desserts, and spend time socializing 
with your fellow members, new and old. 

Every member in attendance will receive a 
gift plant. 

You must sign up ASAP 
to receive a gift plant. 

Contact Brita at info@palomarcactus.com 
if you haven’t already.  Contact Brita with 
what dish you are bringing to the party. 
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December Meeting 
Information2021

Third Saturday,  
December 18, 2021 
11:30am - 3:30pm 

(Note: no access to the building before 10am 
and no access through the back gate.)


The Park Ave. Community Center mask policy - 

Masks must be worn in the building at all times 

except when eating and drinking. 
 There will be NO Plant of the Month, Brag Table,  

Plant Exchange, Auction or Benefit Drawing. 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP! 

◊ As	mentioned	last	month,	we	are	now	accepting
Membership	renewals.		You	may	pay	with	cash,	check
or	a	credit	card.		The	party	is	the	perfect	time!

◊ The	deadline	to	renew	and	receive	a	March
newsletter	and	the	directory	is	February	22nd!		The
Party	is	the	perfect	time!		Hmm,	did	I	say	that	already?

◊ You	may	pay	at	our	meetings	.in	December,	January
or	February,	or	print	a	form	from	the	website	and
mail	it	in.
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Holiday Party Potluck List

Appetizers  
Eleanor Hewitt	  Rollup sandwiches, savory tarts

Martina Reed	  Something with tuna & ???                        Decorations

Linda Schmalfeldt	  Creative Thanksgiving                                 Sherman Blench             
Liz Rozycki	  Something with cheese                              Terrell Barnhart	                   

Patti Nelson	  Meatballs                                                    Tia Ramirez

Nathalie Nguyen	  Eggrolls / springrolls.                                  Nathalie Nguyen

Pauline Wong	  Dim sum

Kristie Detar	  Sweet potato bits	 Set-up 

May Fong Ho	  BBQ chicken	 Brita Miller	 Lorraine Soukthavong

Lizia Albanese	  Deviled eggs	 Eleanor Hewitt	 Lizia Albanese

YOUR NAME	  _____________________	 Christina Trujillo	 Ted Guerrero

YOUR NAME	  _____________________	 Julie Kort

	 

Desserts	 Clean-up 
Eleanor Hewitt		  Small tarts	 	 	 	          Lorie Johansen

Terrell Barnhart	  Something chocolate		 	          Pauline Wong

Christina Trujillo	  Pumpkin cheesecake cupcakes	          Barbara Raab

Lorraine Soukthavong Cupcakes 	 	 	 	          Don Nelson

Annie Morgan		  Cranberry Christmas squares    	          May Fong Ho

Linda Schmalfeldt	  Thanksgiving surprise	 	          Eleanore Hewitt

YOUR NAME	 _____________________	 	 	          Brita Miller

YOUR NAME	 _____________________


Holiday Party with a Twist 

Due to the pandemic, this will be a nontraditional Holiday Party.  
In place of our usual seating and buffet we will have tables spread out around the room for 
food and small group seating, with plenty of room to walk around. If the weather cooperates, 
we can use the patio.  
We couldn’t figure out how to get turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy on a stick so we will 
have delicious appetizers and desserts in place of our usual feast.  
❖ Please have your goodies precut into serving or bite-sized pieces. 
❖ Unfortunately, the Community Center’s kitchen will be closed due to construction.  
❖ We will have a microwave for reheating.  
❖ Any hot trays you may have will be much appreciated as well. Don’t forget the cords! 
❖ PLEASE - remember to put your name on ALL serving utensils, dishes, and lids!  
❖ We would hate to have anything le> behind.           

                        What Would a Party be Without Gifts?  
As usual we will have lots of Gi> Plants!  A plant for all members in aBendance. 

Brag Point Winners – from the Brag Table, Garden Brag Photos 
Volunteers we love you, couldn’t do it without you – and we will have gi> plants for you too!  

IF YOU DON’T SIGN UP, WE CANNOT 
GUARANTEE YOU A MEMBER GIFT PLANT!

PLEASE SEE BRITA’S CONTACT INFO ON PAGE ONE TO SIGN UP.
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December 2021 President’s Corner
By Robert Kopfstein


What would the holiday season be without a Christmas story?

He had been herding goats ever since he could remember.  When he was quite small Josue Martinez had helped his 
father Jose with the animals at their ejido or collective farm in central Mexico, many kilometers distant from the 
nearest city, but not distant from another ejido.


His father's outside job had been at the silver and lead mine deep in the canyon which was not far from the 
communal ejido.  Six times each week Jose had gone to his job, returning covered in dust and tired from hours of 
bending, shoveling, and hauling.  Nevertheless, there was always some time to spare tending the fifteen goats which 
were always carefully fed and watered.  Josue's mother Maria, even though she often was ill with health problems, 
would milk the nannies, and if she did not make cheese, she would sell the milk directly to the other families in the 
area.  The extra cash came in handy to help with the expenses of Josue and his two little sisters.

In all, it was not altogether a bad life and even though he was small, Josue helped however he could.

Then there was the accident.

One day when Josue was fourteen years old there was a commotion in the village.  The teacher in the one-room 
school told the children to wait while he found out what was the matter.

There had been a collapse at the mine and four miners were dead, among them Jose.  Two days later the foreman of 
the mine, a kindly man, showed up at the Martinez house.  He pulled out a wallet and counted out five crisp 200-
peso bills to Maria.

"We at the mine are sorry about the terrible accident.  This should help, and all accounts are settled."

The thousand pesos just paid for the costs at the funeraria and for the plain pine box to bury Jose.

In the sad days after the funeral Maria told Josue that being the oldest now he would have to provide for the family, 
and he would have to leave school.  Maria was beyond sad, but what was she to do?  She was not strong enough to 
work a job, and there were the two little girls to care for.

So now Josue was a full-time goatherd.  Every day he would lead the animals from their paddock to various spots 
around the ejido in order to graze.  Now and again there were odd jobs in the ejido and in the neighboring ejijdo and 
he could earn a few extra pesos.

One December day when he was tending the goats near the paved highway a Jeep with three gringos pulled up, 
and the man in the passenger seat rolled down the window and asked in somewhat wretched Spanish,

"Hola, son.  Can you give me some informations about a plant?  I here have a picture of her.  We are botanists of the 
university."

Josue saw the photo and recognized the plant.  He had seen it growing along the dirt road going down to the mine 
on the steep canyon walls.

“Si, senores, I know this plant."

"Can you takes me there?"

"Si senores.  But I must take care of the goats.  I can meet you tomorrow in the plaza of the village at six a.m.”

"OK.  How well.  We are there at six.”

The next morning Josue met the gringoes as planned.  He drove with them the short distance to the rim of the 
canyon and slowly they made their dusty way down the winding dirt road that led to the mine.
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President’s Corner
(cont. from page 4)

As the Jeep rounded one of the hairpin curves Josue told the gringoes,

"Senores, they are here."

"Where?"

"Up there, senores"

Many meters above the roadway, growing on a sheer perpendicular granite rock face was the plant.  The gringoes 
got excited.

"Wow.  There it is.  Hechtia argentea, and what a fantastic specimen."

The plant looked like a large silver medallion against the dark granite gray rock.

The three botanists got more and more excited.  They took out binoculars and expensive cameras, taking many 
photos of the plant—they even took one of Josue, standing by their Jeep.

Afterwards they all drove back to the plaza, and the gringo driving the Jeep handed Josua a 200-peso note.

"Muchas gracias, chico."

Josue was very pleased.  And as he looked at the 200-peso bill the picture on it of Sor Juana Inez de la Cruz 
seemed to be smiling . . .

Over the next week, as the fiesta of the Virgin of Guadalupe passed and Christmas approached, Josue thought 
more and more about the silver plant on the canyon wall.  How like a star it was in the night sky.

Then it came to him.  The plant that excited those three smart gringoes from the university looks just like the 
bright star of Reyes, Manus, the three wise men.

It was Nochebuena, Chrismas eve, and that morning Josue carefully cleaned out the old wheelbarrow and took a 
clean blanket from the house.  He headed for the plaza where, in front of the old church stood the pesebre, the 
nativity scene that the townsfolk lovingly erected and decorated every year.

The plaza seemed deserted so Josue carefully took the statues of the kneeling Mary and Joseph, the manger that 
held the infant savior, and placed them in the wheelbarrow.

It was only a couple of kilometers to the canyon.

When he went around the hairpin curve he stopped below the silver plant high up on the rock face, and reset the 
holy family statues so that the infant was looking up at the "star."

Esta mucho mejor aqui—so much better here than in the shabby hut constructed by the men in front of the 
church.

As he headed back up the narrow mining road Josue saw headlights coming toward him.  Then he saw the 
flashing red lights . . .

The jail in the ejido was not often used; mostly, it housed rowdy drunks for a day or two.  The cell that Josue 
found himself in was small, bare except for a lumpy cot, and a small barred unglazed window too high to look out 
of.

Rojelio Munoz, the only policia in town, turned to Josue.

“You know, Juana la Loca saw you take the statues from the church.  You must wait here until the judge can sort 
this out when he comes here next week."

“Si, senor."

(Juana, who seemed to have no surname, was the town gossip.  She saw and reported everything.  And 
sometimes she reported things she never saw or heard, but they made good stories anyway.)

"I have some leftover tamales and pozole if you want to eat."

“Gracias, senor."

As Josua slowly ate the lukewarm Nochebuena fiesta food, he thought he could hear the faint sounds of people 
singing in the church across the empty plaza.
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2

(cont. on page 6)

2021 November Brag Plant Winners 

Novice Cactus  
1st Ted Guerrero Echinopsis pachanoi - 1 

(San Pedro Cactus) 

Intermediate Cactus 
1st Kevin Smith Rebutia perplexa 
2nd Kevin Smith Rebutia fabrisii - 5 
3rd Kevin Smith Mammillaria albilanata - 6 

Advanced Cactus 
1st Lorie Johansen Mammillaria nejapensis - 11 

Novice Succulent 
1st Ted Guerrero Aloe humilis (Spider Aloe) - 3 
2nd Patti Nelson Aloe titanota ‘Black & Blue’ - 
4 
3rd Ted Guerrero Euphorbia horrida - 2 

(African Milk Barrel) 

Intermediate Succulent 
1st Pauline Wong Kalanchoe luciae.- 7 
2nd Pauline Wong Echeveria ‘Raindrops’ 
3rd Pauline Wong Portulacaria afra variegata - 8 

Advanced Succulent 
1st Lorie Johansen Echevaria ‘Fred Ives’ Crest-15 
2nd Mike Nelson Tylelodon torulosus - 9 
3rd Lorie Johansen Agave ‘Garwandensis’ - 10 

Plant of the Month – Advanced 
1st Mike Nelson Ariocarpus sp. - 13 
2nd Robert Kopfstein Ariocarpus fissuratus - 12 
3rd Robert Kopfstein Ariocarpus trigonus - 14 

Bowl Garden – Novice 

November Brag Plant

15 

1

3

14
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(cont. from page 5)

November Brag Plant
Winners

(cont. on page 7)

4 

5 

9 

10 

8

6 

7 

11 

12 

13
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2020 - 2021 Brag Points 
 

Following is the point list for Brag Points based on the Brag Table at meetings, plus the 
Garden Brag and Virtual Brag photos from the newsletter. 

These include meetings in 2020 (2) and 2021 (4), and newsletters from both years.  
Gift plants will be awarded to those with 5 or more points. 

Those with less than 5 points are not listed.
 

              NOVICE         INTERMEDIATE  ADVANCED 
Gloria Medina  6 
Lindsey Worden         7 
Ted Guerrero       10 
Stacy Day         10 
Jamaye Despaigne  11 
Charlyne Barad        13 
Deborah Pearson       32 
Pa= Nelson                34  

We look forward to presenEng you with Brag Point GiG Plants at our Holiday Party! 
You must sign up to a-end by Tuesday, 12/14 in order for us to purchase a plant. 

May Fong Ho         5 
Susan LaFreniere  5 
Libbi Salvo         7 
Lois Walag         8 
Jerome Kahn         10 
Harold Dunn         12 
Don Nelson 12 
Leon LaFreniere    13 

Sherman Blench  15 
Alan Chamberlain  15 
Pauline Wong         20 
Annie Morgan         24 
Kevin Smith         31 
Heather Chan         37 
Monica Mosack     45 
Moni Waiblinger  93 

Eric Gronborg            11 
Julian Duval      11 
John Barkley    31 
Russel Ray        31 
Mike Nelson     40 
Robert Kopfstein  52 
Lorie Johansen           75 

PROFESSIONAL 
Peter Walkowiak  13 

Samia Rose Topiary, owned and operated by Pat Hammer, a member of 
the PCSS, is offering a 25% discount on any of the topiaries which are for 
sale to any member of the Palomar Cactus and Succulent Society between 
now and the first of January.  You may want to purchase one of these 
beauties to decorate your house or garden for the holidays, or you might 
want to buy one for someone near and dear to you.  To contact Pat, 
call (760) 443-3331. 

It’s Election Time 
We will vote at the Holiday Party on Dec.18, 2021 

Proposed slate of officers: 
President - Robert Kopfstein, 2-year term ending Dec. 2023 
Vice President - Don Nelson, 1-year term ending Dec. 2022 
Treasurer - Nathalie Nguyen, 2-year term ending Dec. 2023 
Secretary - Moni Waiblinger, 1-year term ending Dec. 2022 
Director at Large - Lorie Johansen, 2-year term ending Dec. 2023 
Director at Large - David Buffington, 2-year term ending Dec. 2023 
Director at Large - waiting to hear back from Charlene, 1-year term ending Dec. 
2022 

A very big thank you goes out 
to our November speaker Ron 
Regehr, owner of Cactus 
Canyon in Valley Center, for his 
very instructive talk/
demonstration on how to grow 
cactus and succulents from 
seed.  His handout "Cactus & 
Succulent Seed Sowing 
Technique" was really useful 
and well-received:  we all love 
handouts!  Ron is a former 
member of the Palomar Cactus 
and Succulent Society.

Thank You
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Website: www.palomarcactus.org 
Instagram: Palomar.cactus.succulent.org 

Email: info@PalomarCactus.org 

Facebook for admin notices: 
@Palomarcactusandsucculentsociety 

Facebook group for members to post: 
Palomar Cactus and Succulent Society Group

Social Media

Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society

The North San Diego County C & S Club!

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Click here for a printable form: 
https://www.palomarcactus.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/10/PCSS-Membership-Form-

Rev-10-23-21.pdf

Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society 
Board of Directors 

Robert Kopfstein - President, Show Chair - 
president@palomarcactus.org

Don Nelson - Vice-President, Program 
Brita Miller - Past President, Meeting Set-Up 

John Barley, Nathalie Nguyen - Treasurer 
Moni Waiblinger - Secretary 

Peter Walkowiak - Member at Large 
Lorie Johansen - Member at Large, Guest & New Member 

Ambassador, Plant of the Month Articles 
David Buffington - Member at Large, Brag Points 

Other Volunteers 

Monica Mosack - Newsletter Editor  
monicaatpcss@gmail.com or text 619-379-4303 

Richard Miller - Membership - 
membership@palomarcactus.org 

Annie Morgan - Website and Facebook 
info@palomarcactus.org  

Dean Karras - Program Plant Expert, Instagram 
gnosisnursery@gmail.com 

Dennis Miller - Cash Register at Monthly Meetings 
Sandy Wetzel-Smith, Bruce Barry,  

Jamaye Despaigne & Ellen Pankuch - Refreshments 
Barbara Raab - Librarian 
Kevin Smith - Brag Table 

Francis Granger - Guest & New Member Ambassador 
Brian Magone - Exchange Table 

Russel Ray - Photographer, Website, AV 
Julie Kort - Name Tag Drawing Plants 
Libbi Salvo - Monthly Meeting Set-up

Photo by Rick Bjorklund

Succulent Garden Party 
at Rick and Kevin’s place 

4728 Allied Rd, San Diego, CA;  
Sunday, January 23, 2022;  

10am to 2pm, (619)229-1125 
Our last garden party was in January 2020 so we are 
looking forward to hosting, seeing all of our friends again, 
and making new ones.  If you haven’t attended before we 
have a large collection of succulents and cacti, all over our 
lot which is just under ¼ acre.  There are many kinds of 
succulents, some small and others larger, including agave, 
aloe, crassula, kalanchoe, echeveria, othonna, mesembs, 
adromischus, gasteria, cauduciforms, and many others, 
including Kevin’s haworthia hybridizing efforts, with some 
bromeliads, tillandsias and bulbs mixed in.  Most plants are 
labeled but if the name is not clear please ask us so labels 
remain in place.  In the last year many of our agaves 
bloomed, and finally this year Agave ‘Jaws’ is in spike after 
dominating the front yard for many years.  Many of the 
aloes should be in bloom and if you are here in the 
afternoon the mesembs usually begin blooming around 
1pm or so.  As in previous years, we will have homemade 
appetizers and desserts as well as beverages, and will 
have some plants and garden related items for sale (cash 
only please).

mailto:monicaatpcss@gmail.com
mailto:membership@palomarcactus.org
mailto:info@palomarcactus.org
http://www.palomarcactus.org
http://palomar.cactus.succulent.org
mailto:info@PalomarCactus.org
https://www.facebook.com/PalomarCactusAndSucculentSociety
https://www.facebook.com/groups/473731169903547
https://www.palomarcactus.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/PCSS-Membership-Form-Rev-10-23-21.pdf
https://www.palomarcactus.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/PCSS-Membership-Form-Rev-10-23-21.pdf
https://www.palomarcactus.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/PCSS-Membership-Form-Rev-10-23-21.pdf



